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although undertaking serious studies in their first formation and
going on to committed specialization, have preferred simplicity.
When serious and repeated demands have been made they have
given the common replies inspired by christian common sense of
the time. In the period following Vatican II they have made notable
progress, prompted by the renewal inculcated by the Council itself.
In any case the educational system left to them by Don Bosco as
a “precious heritage” has obliged them to take a stand from the
beginning concerning the lot of needy youth. This is true at the
present day more than ever before, because the practice of the
preventive system, which now forms part of the pedagogical
patrimony of the Church, leads them to seek and use the results
of the human and educational sciences, and so respond to the
demands and challenges of the present time and conditions of

youth.
e. A salesian “policy”

By tradition the salesian policy is to respect all authorities,
civil and religious, and aim at making friends everywhere, without
this necessarily meaning in every case tolerance of the established
“order”. The “common good” rather than “power” comes first,
and our commitment is to educate to social responsibility.

The General Chapters following Vatican II have shown an
updated sensitivity which, in harmony with the directives of
ecclesial teaching and the true sense of our tradition, define the
attitude of the salesian in this matter which is always difficult and
a source of problems: “We labour in economically depressed areas
and for poor youth. We collaborate with them, educating them to
a sense of moral, professional and social responsibility. In this
way we contribute to the development of both people and
environment. We share in a way appropriate to religious in the
witness and commitment of the Church to justice and peace. While
not getting involved in ideologies or party politics, we reject
everything that encourages deprivation, injustice and violence.
We cooperate with all who are trying to build a society more

worthy of man’s dignity. The advancement to which we dedicate
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