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FATHER EUGENIO CERIA (1870-1957)
already enjoyed the reputation of a dis-
tinguished scholar, author, and editor when
in 1929 Father Philip Rinaldi, Superior
General, asked him to continue the publi-
cation of the Biographical Memoirs, the
monumental work begun by Father John
Baptist Lemoyne. Father Ceria's qualifica-
tions had been enhanced by his personal
contact with Don Bosco during his forma-
tive years as a novice and a student of
Philosophy at San Benigno Canavese and
Valsalice. Don Bosco con Dio, published
in 1930 and now considered his master-
piece, is a penetrating and inspiring study
of his spiritual father.

By systematic and persevering effort Father
Ceria brought the Biographical Memoirs
to completion in 1939, his contribution
being Volumes XI-XIX. Other works fol-
lowed. While compiling the Annali della
Societa Salesiana in four large volumes
(1941-51), he published biographies of St.
Mary Mazzarello, the Venerable Father
Michael Rua, the Servants of God Father
Andrew Beltrami and Father Philip Rinaldi,
and many other outstanding Salesians.
Though advanced in age, he undertook the
collection and editing of the Epistolario di
S. Giovanni Bosco, in four volumes, two of
which were published before his death,
which occurred on January 21, 1957 at
the age of 86.
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Foreword

mITH the Salesian Family I rejoice at the publication
of this volume of the Biographical Memoirs and 1 want to con-
gratulate all those who have labored so hard to make this event
possible.

It is in the Biographical Memoirs that Don Bosco lives once
again. My fondest hope, therefore, is that through these pages de-
scribing the intimate and detailed life of Don Bosco day by day,
our English-speaking Salesians—Priests, Brothers, Sisters—may
come to appreciate ever more deeply Don Bosco’s lively faith, firm
hope, ardent love of God and souls. With this full understanding
and appreciation of Don Bosco’s spirit, may they be inspired to
“put on Don Bosco” in their Salesian apostolate.

We shall eagerly await the appearance of the subsequent volumes,
certain that they will maintain the same high standards set by the
Editors.

May Saint John Bosco bless and follow their labors in the days
to come.

Fr. RENATO ZiGGIoTTi, S.D.B.
Superior General

vii






Editor’s Preface

THE English translation of the Biographical Memoirs
was undertaken for two reasons: first, to make the primary source
of knowledge about Don Bosco available to the Salesian Family in
the English-speaking world; second, to offer writers, whether lay
or religious, abundant material for research and future works on
Don Bosco. Until now the English-speaking world has had little
access to such information.

Volume XI, the first in Father Ceria’s series, has been chosen
as the first to be published because it seems important and urgent
to us to present at this time Don Bosco in the full development and
consolidation of his work. Neither Volume XI and those that follow
it, nor the volumes by Father John Baptist Lemoyne and Father
Angelo Amadei are a historical synthesis or a critical biography
of Don Bosco. Such a work has not been written yet. Father Ceria’s
intent in writing volume XI is best expressed in his own words:
“I shall not forget for whom and for what purpose these pages are
intended. They are written for the Salesians. .. . Most of them will
want only to know what our . . . Founder said and did so that they
may assimilate his spirit. Therefore, I have taken pains to relate
facts suitably and candidly without worrying about style or any
rigorous method, satisfied only with being understood by all and
misunderstood by none.” (From Preface to Vol. XI)

Great pains were taken to make this translation accurate and
readable. That was our task. It was not our intent to write a new
book based on the Memoirs. That might have been easier, taken
less time, cost less and have been more readable, no doubt, but such
a work would no longer have been the Memoirs.

Much time and care has been expended on this book by many.
Our acknowledgments are due in the first place to the Very Rev.
August Bosio, S.D.B., Provincial of the Eastern Province, for con-

0.4
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tinuing the monumental task undertaken by his predecessor, the
late Very Rev. Felix J. Penna, S.D.B.

Then we offer grateful thanks to the members of the Editorial
Board: Rev. Henry A. Sarnowski, S.D.B., Rev. Paul Aronica,
S.D.B., Rev. Joseph S. Bajorek, S.D.B., Rev. Emil Fardellone,
S.D.B., Rev. William Kelley, S.D.B., Rev. Peter M. Lappin, S.D.B.,
Rev. Hugh McGlinchey, S.D.B., Rev. Joseph Perozzi, S.D.B., Rev.
Chester A. Wisniewski, S.D.B.; also to Edna B. Phelan, Ph.D., and
Urban P. Intondi for their editorial help, and to all others who in
various ways have generously given their assistance.

We feel honored and happy to present this volume of the first
American edition. May it open new vistas on St. John Bosco not
only to the worldwide Salesian Family, but also to the thousands
of devotees and admirers throughout the English-speaking world.

Fr. DIEGO BORGATELLO, S.D.B.
Editor-in-Chief

New Rochelle, N.Y.
August 16, 1964



Author’s Preface

To my Salesian readers:

This latest volume of Don Bosco’s Biographical Memoirs will
surprise my readers for two reasons. First, because it will seem
inexplicable to them that Volume XI should be published before
Volume X, and secondly, that this long-awaited book should be so
much slimmer than its elder brothers. Let me say first of all that
Volume X is on its way and will not be appreciably late in making
its appearance; besides, Volume XI stands so well on its own feet
that it can be read quite independently of its predecessor.

As to its slimness, please note: If I had continued the story be-
yond 1875, the resulting avalanche of material would have required
a volume of unprecedented size. Why sacrifice convenience to mere
ponderosity? I have decided, therefore, to write a medium-sized
book instead of a bulky volume. Let my readers then patiently
suspend judgment until they have read to the end. It would not be
fair to do so at the very start.

It is only right that, after this dutiful little preamble, I should
state what criteria have guided me in this exacting task—all the
more exacting, I would say, because of the responsibility it carries
for both present and future generations. This responsibility weighs
more heavily upon me now than it did when our most revered
Rector Major, Father Philip Rinaldi, first requested that I undertake
this task, for at that time I had only a remote perception of it.

In the first place, I have made no attempt to depict Don Bosco’s
life within the setting of his own times. His times cannot be con-
sidered past since events of which he was part are still in progress.
For a correct estimate of his work and a comprehensive evaluation
of his influence, for a proper perspective of his gigantic figure, we
would have to recede to some vantage point far-off into the future.

it
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[To corroborate this point] let me quote the remarks of a distin-
guished historian. They are apropos a situation similar to our own:
“Those historians who judge an era from afar are the ones who
bring out its sweeping characteristics. They dwell only on its most
dominant features and discard the irrelevant thus presenting, with
preciseness and simplicity, a picture that captivates the mind.” *

In the second place, I shall use a chronological approach in the
manner of Father Lemoyne, who not haphazardly entitled his work
Biographical Memoirs, as if to inform us that his narrative pre-
sented the events of Don Bosco’s life step-by-step, not only from
year to year, but almost from day to day. He did not intend to
write a concise historical synthesis. I shall differ from him in only
one particular: instead of sectioning episodes, in order to give
each event a proper chronological sequence, almost as if I stood
there with clock in hand and thus make each chapter a conglomera-
tion of artificially related details, I shall allow myself greater lati-
tude, so that each chapter may have its own unity and its own
individual title. In other words, I will take a well-defined period of
time—a year or possibly more, whatever is most appropriate—and
within that period I will develop the narrative either covering a
series of events to the end, or presenting a partially completed phase
of it.

This does not mean that just because this volume, for instance,
covers the year 1875 I must break off my narrative at January 1,
1876, even when its epilogue or conclusion stretches beyond that
date. Such brutal editing non homines, non di, non concessere
columnae” [neither gods, nor men, nor booksellers have ever toler-
ated—Horace, Epist. ii, 3, 373]. And so common sense has some-
times counselled me to stretch the chronological point a little.

In the third place, I have made it a rule to quote Don Bosco’s
words verbatim, reporting them in a suitable manner and in the form
in which they were passed on to us. The Rector Major was sure
he was making the Salesian provinces a handsome gift when he
presented each with a small portion of Don Bosco’s brain, well-
sealed in a transparent tube. Likewise, his words, oral and written,

! Boissier, Mme de Sevigne, p. 155, Paris, Hachette, 1896.
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are the receptacles of the thoughts and ideas produced by that same
brain. It would indeed be hard to say which of these two kinds of
relics is of greater value.

Finally, I shall not forget for whom and for what purpose these
pages are intended. They are written for the Salesians, and we all
know that often some things are said within the family that would
not impress strangers at all or that perhaps should not even be said.
These pages are mostly for those confreres who want the life of
Don Bosco so presented as to be understood without some special
mental effort or, much less, preparatory studies. Most of them will
want only to know what our blessed Founder said and did, so that
they may assimilate his spirit. Therefore, I have taken pains to relate
facts suitably and candidly without worrying about style or any
rigorous method, satisfied with being understood by all and mis-
understood by none.

So as not to impede smooth reading, I have placed in an appendix
a series of documents which, though not essential to the text, will
nevertheless provide greater details.

Here, too, I have found a convenient depository for a few letters
of the Servant of God that had not a particular place in the narra-
tive, but that our readers will certainly be happy to read. This
section will satisfy those who wish to go more deeply into the
subject.?

I could not properly begin this work without first expressing my
gratitude to the memory of Father John Baptist Lemoyne and
Father Joachim Berto, to whom our Congregation is indebted for
nearly all the material preserved in our archives. As dedicated re-
searchers and jealous guardians of Don Bosco’s Memoirs, they left
no stone unturned in order to hand over to us whatever could be
known about him and his activities.

It is a coincidence that this preface was written on the great feast
that falls on the date mentioned below: ? the twenty-fifth [and last]
chapter was completed only the day before. Such an unforeseen

*In this edition the Appendix has been omitted. Nevertheless, references to it
will still be made since all documents are numbered and may be located in the
original edition. The English translation of the Appendix is available in manu-
script form upon request. [Editor]

% April 26, 1930, first anniversary of Don Bosco’s beatification. [Editor]
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circumstance was a surprise also to me. May such a coincidence
be a happy omen just as it is certainly a cause of deep joy for me
to be able, in my own small way, to honor our dear Blessed Father
on his first liturgical feast day.

Fr. Eucenio CEeria, S.D.B.
Turin, April 26, 1930
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CHAPTER 1

The Beginning of the New Year

THE Official Directory of the Society of St. Francis de
Sales for 1875 listed the names of 64 perpetually professed, 107
with triennial vows, 84 novices, and 32 aspirants: a total of 287,
fifty of whom were priests. They were stationed in eight Houses:
the Oratory and the College of Valsalice in Turin; the schools at
Borgo San Martino, Lanzo, Varazze, and Alassio; the hospice at
Sampierdarena; the municipal schools and the convent of Mary
Help of Christians at Mornese.

Among the aspirants the Servant of God, Father Louis Guanella,
is worthy of note. The novices had reached a very sizable number
which is indicative of the vigorous growth of a tree whose vitality
year by year gives ever greater promise.

Since we have mentioned Father Guanella and his name will
recur frequently during the next three years, we feel he should be
duly introduced. He was granted permission to enter the Salesian
Society by [his Ordinary] the bishop of Como, but only after three
years of repeated requests. Finally he was able to submit his formal
application to the Saint. Don Bosco replied:

Nice,! December 12, 1874
Dear Father Louis:

Your place is ready. You may come whenever you wish, When you
get to Turin we shall arrange for a place and house most suitable to you.
I say this because of your own words, “If I do not come or if I am not
accepted by your Institute, I have decided to enter another.”

1This is Nice, France. In the original it is referred to as Nizza Marittima to
distinguish it from Nizza Monferrato. We shall always refer to Nice, France,
simply as Nice. [Editor]
1
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Just try not to leave your affairs so unsettled that they may require
your presence at home.

Goodbye, dear Father Louis, have a pleasant journey and may God
bless us all. Believe me in Jesus Christ,

Your affectionate friend,
Fr. John Bosco
P. S.1 shall be in Turin on Thursday.

Fr. Guanella arrived just as the Superiors were coming out of a
conference at which it had been decided to accept the missions in
[South] America. Meeting him at the door, Don Bosco asked him,
“Shall we go to America?”

“I, too, would like to found a family of daughters,”—he meant
to say nuns—answered Father Guanella. “Perhaps another family
of sons, too, here in the diocese, as I have already agreed with some
confreres of mine.”

“We have all that here,” said Don Bosco. “We have priests and
we have Sisters too, and you will always be one of us.”

“T kept silent,” Father Guanella wrote in his memoirs, “and for
the three years that I remained in the Salesian Society I felt an
inner conflict. But the desire to found my own congregation won
out.

“Whenever 1 was with Don Bosco I seemed to be in Heaven.
With God’s help and Don Bosco’s prayers I corrected faults that
otherwise I might have carried with me to the grave. I believe that
I made progress especially in developing a spirit of mortification
by following the rules as best I could.”

The Directory contained a novel item this time: biographical
sketches of the confreres who had died during the previous year.
These were Father Francis Provera, Father Joseph Cagliero, Father
Dominic Pestarino, and the cleric Louis Ghione.

An introductory letter from Don Bosco which presented these
four obituaries also conveyed to his sons the sentiments of their
father on New Year’s day.?

2We have no reason to believe that Don Bosco also wrote these obituaries; the
style seems to be that of Father Durando. They are very edifying in their eloquent
simplicity. The personal acquaintance everyone had with the deceased cautioned
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To the Salesian Confreres:

The year 1874 has been a memorable one for us, my beloved sons.
On April 3, after granting great favors to us, His Holiness, Pius IX,
deigned to approve definitively our humble Congregation. While this
glorious event filled us with joy, we were also deeply grieved by a series
of events. On the 13th of the same month, God called Father Provera
to Himself and later Father Pestarino; then the cleric Ghione and Father
Joseph Cagliero—all within the span of only four months.

In these dear confreres of ours we have lost four evangelical laborers:
all of them perpetually professed and warmly attached to the Salesian
Congregation, faithful observers of our Constitutions, truly zealous in
working for the glory of God.

It is, therefore, not surprising if these losses are deeply felt by our
Society. But God, who is infinitely good and who knows the things that
are to our greater advantage, considered them already worthy of Him.
One might say that they lived briefly but labored as much as if they had
lived a long life: Brevi vivens tempore, explevit tempora multa. (Al-
though his life was short, his accomplishments were many—Cf. Wis. 4,
13.) And we have well-founded reason to believe that these confreres,
now no longer here with us on earth, will become our patrons before
God in Heaven.

It is felt that it would be good to give you an outline of the life of each
of them so that their memory may be cherished among us. We hope that
what we do for them will, with the help of God, be done also for those
confreres who have earlier been called to everlasting life and for those
whom God may be pleased to summon in the future.

We shall do this for three specific reasons:

1. Because it is the custom in other religious Orders and ecclesiastical
Congregations.

2. So that those who lived among us and observed the same rules
in an exemplary way may inspire us and prompt us to follow them in
doing good and preventing evil.

3. That by keeping their names and main accomplishments before
us we may remember more readily to offer prayers to God for the
eternal repose of their souls, if they have not already been received into
the bosom of His Divine Mercy.

against any excessive praise. Along with other documents they are proof of the
sound religious piety that inspired the first sons of Don Bosco. Don Bosco himself
usually edited whatever was written by his sons about the Oratory or the Congre-
gation.
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We must certainly not serve God in order that the memory of what
we do may be cherished among men, but that our names, as the Savior
says, may be written in the Book of Life. Nevertheless this must remind
us that just as our bad deeds may give scandal to others even after our
death, so our good actions may be edifying. Thus while we read the
brief biographical sketches of these confreres, we shall not cease to offer
special prayers to God for them and for all the confreres who have been
called to eternity since the founding of the Congregation.

During the course of this year (1875) we must show our unfailing
gratitude by offering ceaseless prayers to the Divine Majesty for the
needs of Holy Church, particularly for the precious life of our illustrious
benefactor, the Supreme Pontiff, who on many occasions has most gen-
erously lavished spiritual and temporal favors upon us. He deigned to
grant definitive approval to our Constitutions so that we may be exact
in their observance, and he has bestowed many benefits upon us. Let
us strive to show ourselves worthy by making use of them for the greater
glory of God and the good of souls.

God bless all of you, my dear sons, and pray for me who shall always
be,

Affectionately yours in Jesus Christ,
Fr. John Bosco

Another paternal New Year’s message of Don Bosco, which was
rescued from oblivion by Father Lemoyne’s passion for preserving
documents, was sent to his sons at Lanzo where Father Lemoyne
was director. It is a long letter in answer to their Christmas
greetings and it exhibits both the goodness of a Father and the zeal
of a priest dedicated to the welfare of his beloved pupils.

Turin, Vigil of the Epiphany, 1875

To My Dearest Sons, the Director, Teachers, Assistants, Prefect, Cate-
chist, Pupils, and Others in the Lanzo school:

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us always. Amen.

Until now, my beloved sons, I have not been able to carry out a
fervent longing in my heart, and that was to pay you a visit. An
unbroken chain of complicated events as well as a slight indisposition
prevented me from doing so,
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However, I want to tell you something that you will hardly believe:
I think of you many times a day and pray for you very particularly to
the Lord during Mass every morning. You yourselves have shown me
beyond doubt that you remember me. How happy 1 was when I read
your good wishes; with what pleasure I read the name of every pupil
in each class from the first to the last. I felt as though I were with all of
you, and in my heart I kept repeating, Long live my sons at Lanzo!

So I shall begin by thanking you with all my heart for the Christian
and filial good wishes you sent me, and I pray God to bless you, your
relatives, and friends a hundredfold. May God grant all of you a long
and happy life! I would now like to express a particular wish that
Heaven grant all of you health, love of study and a good moral life.

Health: This is a precious gift from Heaven. Take good care of it.
Beware of intemperance, excessive perspiration, overexertion, sudden
changes of temperature, all of which commonly bring on illness.

Love of Study: You are in school to acquire knowledge so as to
enable yourselves to earn a living in due time. Whatever your social
standing, your vocation, or your future career may be, always act so
that you will still be able to earn an honest living, even if you should
lack family resources or an inheritance. Never let it be said of us that
we live by the sweat of another’s brow.

Moral Life: The bond uniting health and love of study, the foun-
dation on which both are based, is morality. Believe me, my dear chil-
dren, I am telling you a great truth: If your conduct is morally sound
you will make progress in your studies and your health; you will be
loved by your superiors, your companions, your relatives, your friends,
and your fellow countrymen; and the truth of the matter is, even bad
people will love and respect you! People will vie with one another to
associate with you, to praise you, and to help you. But show me those
who lack moral principles—oh, what a detestable state!l—they are lazy
and will be known only as good-for-nothings. They will indulge in bad
talk and will have so evil a reputation that people will avoid them. If
they are found in school, everyone will loathe them and a Te Deum
will be sung the day they go home. And what will they find at home?
The scorn of all. Their family and their friends will detest them, and no
one will give them any help, everyone will shun them. And then what
of their soul? While they live, they will be unhappy; and when they die,
having sown nothing but evil, they can reap only evil fruit.

So courage, my dear sons, and strive to seek, study, preserve, and
foster the three great treasures: health, love of study and a good
moral life.
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One thing more: I hear a voice coming from afar and crying, “Chil-
dren, pupils at Lanzo, come and save us!” It is the cry of many a soul
awaiting a helping hand to rescue it from the brink of perdition and lead
it back to the path of salvation. I say this because many of you are
called to the sacred career of winning the souls of others. Take courage,
many souls await your help. Remember the words of St. Augustine:
Animam salasti, animam tuam praedestinasti. [You have saved a soul,
you have predestined your own.]

Lastly, my sons, I recommend to you your Director. I know that his
health is not too good; pray for him and console him by your good
conduct; love him, place unlimited confidence in him. All this will bring
great consolation to him and be of great advantage to you.

I assure you of a daily remembrance in Holy Mass. I, too, beg you to
remember me in your kind prayers, so that I may not have the mis-
fortune of telling others how they may be saved and then losing my own
poor soul. Ne cum aliis praedicaverim ego reprobus efficiar. [Lest after
preaching to others, I myself should be rejected—1 Cor. 9, 27.]

God bless each of you, and believe me in Jesus Christ,

Your affectionate friend,
Fr. John Bosco

P.S. I ask Father Director kindly to explain whatever may not be
fully understood.

Very fatherly and personal in tone are two other letters we
include here, written at about the same time to two members of the
Society. Fortunately, they did not go astray as so many other similar
letters did. It was Don Bosco’s practice to reply to all letters, but
the time and manner were dependent upon circumstances. The
mere reading of his entire correspondence—and he read it all—
required a great deal of time. In 1875, for instance, 204 New
Year’s Day letters were heaped on his desk.

The first of these two personal letters was addressed to Father
Joseph Ronchail, Prefect of the school at Alassio. It inspires con-
fidence; it comes straight from the heart, and is addressed to the
heart.
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Turin, [January] 15, 1875
My dearest Father Ronchail:

I am glad that after taking your final vows you now feel greater
peace. It is a sign that God has blessed you and that you are fulfilling
His divine will in what you are doing. Therefore, si Deus pro nobis,
quis contra nos? [If God is for us, who is against us?] Tell the cleric
Vallega that I received his letter and thank him; I shall do as he asks
and then shall talk to him in person.

I thank Father Director for his message and the presents he sent me.
I divided them into smaller gifts that are very useful to us. Cheer him
up. Both of you must take good care of your health. Let me know
whether there are any difficulties so that I may take measures to remove
them.

Accept the 400 lire from the Capuchin Fathers subject to the condi-
tions mentioned in your letter.

If you can, call on Professor Agnesi and his sister and give them
my regards. Ask them for news and then send word on to me.

God bless you, and pray also for your most affectionate friend, ever
in Jesus Christ,

Fr. John Bosco

In the second letter the good Father sent some valuable advice,
seasoned with gentleness and charm, to the cleric Herminius Borio,
a teacher at Borgo San Martino.

Turin, [January] 28, 1875
My dear Borio:

Your letter pleased me very much. It showed me that your heart is
always open to Don Bosco. Continue that way, and you will always be
gaudium meum, corona mea [my joy and my crown].

You asked for advice. Here it is:

1. When you have to correct someone in particular, never do so
in the presence of others.

2. When you give advice or counsel always try to send the person
away satisfied and still friendly to you.

3. Always thank those who admonish you and take their corrections
in good part.

4. Luceat lux tua coram hominibus, ut videant opera tua bona et
glorificent Patrem nostrum qui in coelis est. [Let your light shine before
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men, in order that they may see your good works and give glory to
our Father in Heaven—Cf. Matt. 5, 16.]

Love me in the Lord. Pray to God for me, and may God bless you
and make you a saint.

Affectionately in Jesus Christ,
Fr. John Bosco

In another letter he thanked Mrs. Annetta Fava, a benefactress
of Turin, for the gift she had sent him for the New Year.

Turin, [February] 9, 1875
Dear Madam:

I am rather late, but I feel it my duty to thank you most sincerely
for your kindness. I received your very fine report and your letter
prompted by Christian sentiments. The 500 francs that you enclosed
were soon spent on my boys who, for the most part, are still wearing
summer clothing. All the greater reason to thank you and always invoke
the blessing of Heaven upon you and your respected husband.

Upon informing me of the Holy Father’s blessing, Attorney Menghini
used these very words, “During the audience that I was granted on
October 12, (1874) I requested a special blessing for Mrs. Anna Fava
of Turin who is sick. Please tell her that in my name. I shall also pray
for her.”

Furthermore we shall continue our private and community prayers to
God that He may grant you and your kind husband lasting good health
and a long and happy life. I am honored to be, with heartfelt gratitude.

Your grateful servant,
Fr. John Bosco

Don Bosco was deeply grateful to everyone who had been kind
to him, and he never forgot anyone at Christmas or the New Year.
We have been told by eyewitnesses that he wrote countless letters,
each suited to the person he addressed, conveying his good wishes.
Cardinal Patrizi, Cardinal Antonelli, and Archbishop Vitelleschi
replied to these letters promptly at the beginning of January 1875.

Cardinal Patrizi, Vicar of His Holiness in Rome, cordially ex-
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changed good wishes and informed him that he, and in general all
the bishops, were delighted with the development of the Salesian
Society. He then added, “It should not surprise you if some of them
do not look upon your Society with a kind eye, but instead try
to hinder some members in the exercise of their sacred ministry.
This should rather be looked upon as a proof that this work is
pleasing to God, who allows such trials to make it clear that, in
overcoming them, it is He who is disposing all things for the good
of the Society. So rejoice in your tribulations and draw ever greater
courage from them.”

The letter of thanks from Cardinal Antonelli, Secretary of State,
was no less courteous. He said he was “moved by so much solicitude
for him.”

In writing about the opposition of the diocesan Ordinary to the
Servant of God, the Most Rev. [Angelo] Vitelleschi, Archibishop
of Seleucia and Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of Bishops
and Regulars, was even more outspoken than Cardinal Patrizi. He
wrote, “I gather from your letters how much opposition the Salesian
Congregation is facing in the very place where the Motherhouse is
located; but God, in His inscrutable ways, allows signs of contra-
diction to appear whenever some good is being done. You realize
as well as I do that one should not lose heart because of such things.
Meanwhile I want you to know in confidence that this Sacred Con-
gregation has already drafted a letter to the Archbishop answering
his queries about the Salesians. A copy will be sent to you con-
fidentially for your information. When he comes to Rome, as you
say he is about to, I and several others shall prevail upon him to
cease his opposition, which appears to be rather systematic.” We
shall return to the matter of these queries later.

Cardinal Berardi, who had a deep affection for Don Bosco, could
not help but join in these eminent testimonials of esteem. In a letter
of January 9, which we shall refer to again, he began, “I am grate-
ful for your cordial good wishes on the occasion of the present
solemn festivities and wish to convey my sincerest thanks for them,
assuring you in return that I, too, am praying to the Lord to shower
His greatest blessings on you and your worthy Congregation. Having
fulfilled this duty I now wish to say that I am very grieved to hear
that the prelate in question has not yet ceased tormenting you.”
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Nor did the Cardinal limit his regrets to mere words; he acted
accordingly. In what manner and with what effects, we shall see
later.

Don Bosco was not dismayed by the difficulties facing him at
the beginning of the New Year. He continued on his way calmly,
placing complete trust in God and doing whatever his great pru-
dence indicated.



CHAPTER 2

The Annual Conferences of
St. Francis de Sales

HT the end of January 1875, the more prominent
Salesians gathered around their father. In obedience to a rule, later
abrogated when its observance became impossible, all the Directors
convened at the Oratory during the triduum preceding the feast of
St. Francis de Sales. They gave a report on their own Houses,
discussed business, clarified any doubts they might have had, and
brought themselves up to date. All this was done with great sim-
plicity and mutual confidence. There was ample opportunity to
consult Don Bosco—a thing that strengthened the family spirit
that the Founder was constantly striving to foster among his sons.

On these occasions there were two kinds of conferences. Some
were private, attended only by the members of the Superior
Chapter, the Directors, and the Novice Master; the others were
public, open to all the confreres. Sometimes Don Bosco would
allow the upper classmen to take part in the public conferences
both to deepen their love for the House and to give them an
opportunity of learning more about the general development of the
Congregation and the esteem in which it was held. Such insight
into the intimate life of the Salesians undoubtedly helped to further
promising religious vocations.

That year six conferences were held; three private and three
public. Fortunately, we have the minutes taken at that time and
we shall glean from them whatever has bearing on these Memoirs.

The members of the Superior Chapter were: Fathers Rua,
Cagliero, Savio, Durando, Ghivarello, and Lazzero; the Directors
were: Fathers Bonetti, Lemoyne, Francesia, Cerruti, Albera, Dal-

mazzo, and Costamagna; Father Barberis was Novice Master.
11
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Father Rua presided at the three private meetings; Don Bosco at
the others.

The first three meetings, all private, dealt either with matters of
routine administration which today are no longer important, or
with affairs which, important though they were, are scantily
recorded in the minutes. Besides, it will be more opportune to
refer to them later on.

The minutes of the fourth meeting, which was public and
presided over by Don Bosco, open candidly with this personal com-
ment by the secretary: “January 27, 1875, the day before the eve
of the feast of St. Francis de Sales, shall always be remembered
in the annals of our Congregation because of the many favorable
things that took place and were announced at this meeting. Praise
to our Lord and St. Francis de Sales because of them.” If we are
to evaluate these words properly, we must bear in mind that in
those early days, hardly a year after the Rules had been approved,
the members of the Congregation were not yet fully conscious or
aware of the Congregation as a distinct entity. Any event that
might contribute however slightly to the glory of the Congrega-
tion would readily gladden them and send their spirits soaring
with enthusiasm. Don Bosco, who deeply understood the human
heart, knew how to take advantage of everything in order to foster
a true bond of fellowship among his followers and consequently
strengthen their unity.

At the opening of the meeting the question of privileges, which
was later to cause so much trouble to the Saint, was broached for
the first time. Another remark is necessary here to help us under-
stand the way in which Don Bosco expressed himself. At such
meetings his manner of speaking was very plain. The writer has
heard many reliable witnesses say that he spoke with a natural
candor bordering on simplicity, as if he were discussing trifles.
Yet everyone listened with the greatest respect to what he said,
and his words made a deep lasting impression on everyone.

We read in the minutes: “The meeting opened with a discussion
on the privileges we wish to apply for in Rome on behalf of our
Congregation. Don Bosco began by explaining to us that the Regu-
lar clergy enjoy a great many privileges; some of them have
enough to fill a volume and a large one at that. But, he added,
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they guard them very jealously. Although he had made inquiries
here and there, it took him a long time to find someone willing to
let him see a copy. He now had a copy of the privileges of the
Oblates and of one or two more Congregations. He said he would
formulate his request on the basis of these and try to obtain some
of them for our Congregation; but at the present time, he said,
these privileges were not so readily granted. In fact, it was now the
policy not to grant any per communicationem that is, by making
available to one Congregation the entire set of privileges enjoyed
by another. He said he would, nevertheless, investigate the matter
thoroughly and, he hoped, with success.”

Don Bosco then read a short letter he had received that morn-
ing from Cardinal Antonelli. Enclosed in it was a money order for
1,000 lire which His Holiness was sending for the construction
of the hospice at Sampierdarena. The minutes continue: “A re-
mark was made to the effect that this was a generous and unusual
donation because the Pope’s contributions for such undertakings
rarely exceed 500 lire. Don Bosco made it clear to us that although
this contribution had been requested of the Holy Father, he had
informed the right people that the sum would be returned in the
form of Peter’s Pence. However, this did not lessen its importance
as a token of the Holy Father’s great benevolence and esteem for
us.”

His listeners must have been moved by this information because
two proposals were made: first, that the letter be framed; second,
that it be published in Unita Cattolica. Don Bosco agreed, but
ruled out any mention of his name, for this would merely pro-
voke the hostile press. In fact, some newspapers delighted in
attacking him from time to time. We shall speak of this later.

Don Bosco then gave the assembly news of two encouraging
letters received that very day; first, the official acceptance of his
proposals for Buenos Aires; second, the anxiously awaited royal
decree, expropriating the parcel of land on which the church of
St. John the Evangelist was to be built. Later we shall also speak
of these things.

The brief reference in the minutes to two other matters, one of
them rather touchy, would hardly satisfy the reader’s curiosity,
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so we will return to them in due time. For the moment we will
also pass over a minor question of Canon Law.

Novices and aspirants also attended the fifth meeting. This was
held in the church of St. Francis de Sales since there were approxi-
mately 150 people present. As usual each Director gave a full
report on his own school: finances, health, buildings as well as its
intellectual, moral and religious condition.

Father Bonetti, Director at Borgo San Martino, was the first
to speak. His school was so overcrowded that it was no longer
possible to accept even one more pupil, no matter how deserving.
Twelve Sisters of Mary Help of Christians had moved into an
adjoining house built for them. There, to everyone’s advantage,
they took care of the linen room and did the mending. Now it
was rumored that the surrounding countryside would be turned
into rice fields; however, the health hazard caused by this would
be present only after the water had been drained off for the har-
vest, sometime between August and September while the boys
would be home on vacation. Everyone was in good health and,
judging from the number of boys who received the Sacraments
frequently, the religious and moral climate seemed satisfactory.
The boys were in good spirits. Father Bonetti attributed the note-
worthy improvement during the current year to his excellent staff.
He concluded by earnestly asking everyone present to pray for
him.

Father Lemoyne, Director at Lanzo, spoke next. The number
of boarders registered at his school had already surpassed the
enrollment of previous years and several more were expected. He
believed that the total would exceed two hundred. He said that
the members of the Altar Boy Society, drawn mainly from the
older pupils, deserved special mention. Everyone marveled at the
general good health; no sickness, no colds, not even a slight cough.
This remarkable state of affairs was due in great part to the pains-
taking care of the Prefect, Father Scappini. The complete separa-
tion of the upper classmen from the rest had proved most bene-
ficial. He himself was convinced that the progress made was due
to the more numerous and better qualified personnel Don Bosco
had sent him.
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Father Francesia, Director at Varazze, complaining that his
school was too small, said he had been obliged to refuse more than
80 applicants for lack of space. The boys seemed to be very fond
of the school and of their Superiors. He said he had no words to
describe the very lively recreations; not a boy could be seen alone
or idle, nor did boys ever gather in groups without a cleric among
them. He declared he was highly satisfied with his staff.

Father Cerruti, Director at Alassio, said that there were about
50 students in the college department, and their conduct was ex-
cellent; a number of them wished to enter the priesthood. Lack
of space had obliged him to restrict enroliment. A new building,
now under construction, offered greater possibilities. Plans were
under study for an additional building which would not only be
adequate to meet the number of applicants, but would also accom-
modate the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians who, as he
hoped, would be a very great asset to the school.

Father Albera, Director of Sampierdarena, said he was glad that
a new building was now almost completed, making it possible to
double the enrollment. He informed the assembly that his Holi-
ness had already made another contribution of 2,000 lire toward
it. There were about 60 artisans and students, all of them well-be-
haved; he really could not expect more; they went to the Sacra-
ments very frequently. The confreres also devoted a good deal
of their time to the neighborhood boys. Many of them were day
students and a very large number attended the Festive Oratory
to everyone’s satisfaction. The Salesian work was quite popular in
town.

Father Dalmazzo gave an excellent report on the Valsalice
school which was conducted for the sons of the nobility. He noted
first that the enrollment had doubled over the past year. The suc-
cessful outcome of the examinations, the reputation of the school
for earnest study, a trip to Rome during the vacation for the best
students, and especially the Holy Father’s blessing—all these had
contributed to the increased enrollment. Only one thing worried
the parents—they feared that the Salesians would make priests of
their sons! This was the bane of the well-to-do. Yet this redounded
to the great credit of the Salesians because it meant the parents
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understood that their sons were receiving a genuine Christian
education. Everyone was in good health. The progress of the boys
in their studies was due mainly to four university professors who
taught in the college department. These were: Allievo, Lanfranchi,
Bacchialoni, and Roda who taught mathematics. From the time
the Salesians had taken charge of the school a steady improvement
in discipline, piety, and conduct was noted.

In his report on the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at
Mornese, Father Costamagna, their Director, praised above all their
fervent and excellent spirit; [not only the postulants, but] even the
[other] girls wanted to become nuns and were so fond of their
boarding school that none of them would think of leaving. Re-
gretably, their number was very small, partly because the school
was not yet well-known and partly because of transportation prob-
lems; the remote village had no regular coach or rail service. Yet
the number of Sisters and postulants had steadily increased to
eighty. Furthermore, Don Bosco was working on a plan that would
also attract a larger number of girls. All were in excellent health.

In his report on the Oratory, Father Rua remarked on the fer-
vent piety and goodwill of the students and on the eagerness of
the artisans particularly in their effort to say their prayers de-
voutly. Much had also been done for the boys of the neighborhood.
Something new had been added this year: a night school that was
well attended by many of the older boys not only during the week
but also on Sundays. As for the confreres, now that meditation
was obligatory for all, their punctuality and devotion were ad-
mirable even though attendance demanded great effort. The pro-
fessed and the novices made their meditation separately. To find
time for this practice of piety, which might otherwise have been
impossible to make during the day, the hour for rising had been
anticipated half an hour. The novices, moreover, had their own
study hall and attended classes and conferences separately. Father
Rua also spoke of the flourishing Altar Boy Society and of the
other equally active sodalities that were made up mainly of the best
upper classmen. He ended his report with the words: “Let us thank
God for all this. Oremus ad invicem.” [Let us pray for one an-
other.]
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We should not be surprised at the above remarks of Father Rua
concerning the confreres and the novices as though implying that
up to now the community had done without meditation or regular
observance. Prior to the approval of the Rules, Don Bosco had
directed his sons almost on an individual basis, and had assigned
only those community devotions that he felt were necessary and
suitable. But once approval had been obtained, he had to estab-
lish a set order and this, too, gradually. Not a few of his sons had
an incomplete or incorrect concept of the religious life even though
they were very devoted to him personally and were ready to go
through fire for his sake. Any abrupt transition from a relative
freedom to a strict observance would have alienated them and led
them to rash decisions.

Don Bosco never entirely abandoned his former method. During
the preparatory years it had proven successful. Without even men-
tioning the principles of the religious life, Don Bosco had instilled
them into the hearts of his sons. He had acted in this manner so
as not to arouse distrust or suspicion either within the Oratory or
outside, at a time when a general feeling of hostility against re-
ligious congregations and their members had reached an all-time
high. His method was to make them so attached to the House and
his work that they would feel completely at home. The rest would
follow as a matter of course.

The lateness of the hour prevented Don Bosco from discussing
the general state of the Congregation and thus end the conference.
He therefore addressed the same audience on the following day.
The minutes sum up his speech as follows:

Last evening the Directors told us so many things about their schools
that we were amazed. I, too, wanted to talk about the Congregation so
that all would know where we stand. Since I was unable to do this
yesterday I shall speak of it now. First of all I want to tell you of a
very special favor that His Holiness was pleased to grant us. You know
that we are enlarging the House at Sampierdarena. The Holy Father,
apprised of this, was so kind as to send us 2,000 lire to help us continue
the work, for he realized that we lack the necessary funds and have
been relying totally on alms. We must strive to be truly thankful to him
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for the great concern and fatherly interest that he shows toward us.
We must try to become ever more worthy of so great a Father and
make known his greatness and prerogatives as much as we can.

I have been visting our schools and must truly say that I was most
gratified by what I saw. In the first place I found all the boys in good
health and well-behaved, as their Directors have told you. I was par-
ticularly impressed, too, by the way the members of our Congregation
are working. There is so much to do and it is done with so much
dedication; a confrere, will teach, assist the boys, supervise them in the
dining room and dormitory, and take them out for walks without ever
having a free moment to himself. They were all so busy that when I
needed to have a few pages copied, no one could be found free to do it.
Yet, even more than with their work, I was delighted with the spirit
in which everything was done. I really must say that one could not
ask for more. I truly feel that we have attained the ideal I had set for
our Congregation, because over and above all the work that is being
done, there is the spirit of obedience and willingness that goes with it.
When necessary, neither priests nor teachers object to giving a hand
in the kitchen or sweeping floors. Praise God for this. Let us try to keep
this spirit and make ever greater efforts to strengthen it in every way.

Now that the Congregation is becoming organized, we must take
courage and be prepared evermore to endure inconveniences caused
by cramped quarters or inadequate furnishings. I hope that the day is
not far off when every priest and teacher will have a comfortable little
room much more suitable than the accommodations available now;
likewise, there should be separate quarters for the novices. We shall
have, I hope, fine, spacious, and well-ventilated dormitories. Meanwhile
let us patiently endure our present discomforts.

I also wish to introduce the Christian classics in our schools to replace
the pagan classics. This cannot be done all at once, but I wish to make
a start in whatever measure possible. Personally I would be satisfied
if my priests and clerics were to write Latin like Jerome, Augustine,
Ambrose, Leo, and Sulpicius Severus. After all, is there any student
really able to appreciate and to grasp wherein lies the beauty of Cicero
and Livy? Besides, by adopting these [Christian] authors we would not
put into the minds of the young so many questionable, useless, and
highly dangerous ideas scattered on every page of the pagan classics.

With this thought in mind we have already started to print excerpts
from the works of St. Jerome, and I hope soon to publish Sulpicius
Severus and others. Perhaps this will help put a stop to one of the very
great evils of our times,
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Lastly Don Bosco called attention to the missions in [South]
America. The minutes continue:

Recently we received letters from [South] America asking us to go
and preach the Gospel to the people in those distant lands. We had
already stated our terms and those terms have now been accepted.
Presently we shall take steps to determine the quid agendum [what must
be done]. Meanwhile we are expected in two places: Buenos Aires and
San Nicolas de los Arroyos, a whole day’s journey from the capital.
Several times before, there had been some talk about the missions with
reference to America, as well as Asia, Africa, and Australia. But it seems
that the mission in Buenos Aires is far better for us both because of
particular circumstances and because Spanish is much easier for us to
learn than English, which is spoken in nearly all the other territories.

Here the minutes end abruptly with a few etceteras. It is easy
to imagine the rapt attention of the audience as it listened to this
final remark. The Congregation was in its beginning and this was
the first time that Don Bosco had discussed the matter in public.
From Valdocco to Buenos Aires! It was enough to make one
ecstatic!



CHAPTER 3

The Sons of Mary Project

][N 1875, spurred on by priestly zeal and divine inspira-
tion, Don Bosco turned his attention to the creation of a new
project.

We know that the time was not favorable for vocations. False
political principles, secularization of the schools, unbridled free-
dom of the press, contempt for the Church and her ministers, and
the economic hardships of the clergy had thinned the ranks of aspi-
rants to the priesthood. Undaunted by any sacrifice Don Bosco did
all he could to remedy this grave damage. Moreover, when he
recognized the trend, he never wearied of repeating that now
priests should be sought mainly from among those “wielding the
hammer and the hoe.” Even this would not suffice; for boys are
only boys, and, despite the most solicitous care, many fall by the
wayside along the road to the priesthood. Don Bosco had observed
that only a small number of these students finally attained their
goal.

What should he do? The need was pressing. If the present trend
continued the vineyard of the Lord would soon become a waste-
land for lack of priests. Once while still in high school Don Bosco
had, with thoughtful kindness, helped a good man to become a
priest despite his age. Because of his patient assistance the man
had been able to enter the seminary, complete his studies, and re-
ceive Holy Orders. Later Don Bosco had given a helping hand
to other adult vocations especially at the Oratory where he allowed
several middle-aged men who aspired to the priesthood to enroll
in the school. It gave him an opportunity to see how assiduously
these men applied themselves to their studies, how sincerely de-

vout they were, and also how willing to help their younger
20
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companions. As he prayed God for enlightenment to find a way
to give many priests to the Church, the idea came to him of bring-
ing together willing young men and offering them a special pro-
gram that would adequately prepare them for ordination.

Then at the beginning of 1875, while pondering over the project,
something occurred that goaded him on to launch the undertak-
ing. His own account to the members of the Superior Chapter was
immediately recorded, and we reproduce it here verbatim.

One Saturday evening, as I was in the sacristy hearing confessions,
I was distracted by the thought of the scarcity of priests and vocations
and considered the possible means of increasing the number. I saw the
many boys around me who had come to confession—good innocent
boys—but I said to myself, “Who knows how many of them will make
it and how long it will be before those who persevere succeed; mean-
while the Church is in pressing need.”

As T continued to hear confessions and was still absorbed by this
thought, I seemed to be in my room sitting at my desk, and holding the
register containing the names of all the residents of the House. I won-
dered, “How is this possible? Here I am hearing confessions in the
sacristy, yet at the same time I am also in my room at my desk. Am I
dreaming? No. This is really the boys’ register; this is the desk where I
always work.” At that moment I heard a voice behind me saying, “Do
you want to increase the number of good priests quickly? Study that
register and you will know what to do.”

I looked and then said, “This is the list of the boys registered here
this year and in previous years; there is nothing else in it.” 1 was very
puzzled; I read the names, wondered, and searched through the list
to see if I could find anything; but all in vain.

Then I said to myself, “Am I dreaming or am I awake? Yet I am
really here at my desk, and the voice I heard is a real voice.” Suddenly
I decided to stand up and see who She was who had spoken to me.
And I actually stood up. The boys who were waiting to go to confes-
sion thought I must be sick when I stood up looking startled; they
tried to help me but I assured them it was nothing and continued hear-
ing confessions.?

* Informative Process Summ. p. 324, No. 409.

2 At first Don Bosco did not say whether it had been a man’s voice or a woman’s;

but at the end he said quite plainly, “I wanted to see who She was who had spoken
to me.” This was obviously an allusion to Our Lady (Secretary’s note).
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When confessions were over I went to my room, and there on my
desk I found the register with the names of everyone enrolled in the
House, but I found nothing else. I examined the register but found no
clue to help me obtain priests, many priests, and quickly. I studied
other registers that were in the room to see if I could find anything in
them, but these did not help me either. I asked Father Ghivarello for
other registers, but it was useless. As I continued to think and to thumb
through old registers in obedience to the order given by that mysteri-
ous voice, I noticed that of the many boys in our schools who study
for the priesthood hardly 15 out of every 100—that is, not even 2 out
of 10—ever receive the cassock because they leave the seminary for
family reasons, or to take the examinations for college, or they change
their minds as so frequently happens during the last year of high
school. On the other hand, among the adults, nearly all—that is 8 out
of 10—receive the cassock; they succeed in less time and with less
effort.

So I said, “They are more reliable, and they can do it in less time.
This is what I am looking for. I must give more attention to them; even
open schools just for them to help them in a special way.”

The results will show if what happened was a dream or reality.

From that moment both the idea and his determination grew
apace to open schools for young men just out of their teens who
felt they were called to the priesthood and who would be able to
pursue an accelerated course of studies especially adapted to them.
Whatever further doubts he may have had were dispelled by an
illuminating dream he had in Rome on March 15. He told this
dream at dinner in the Sigismondi home in the presence of Father
Berto, his traveling companion and secretary, who has given us
the following account of it:

I had a very restless night. I had a dream that upset me very much,
and this is what I dreamed.

I seemed to be standing in a garden near a fruit tree with extraor-
dinarily large fruit on it. The tree was heavy with three kinds of fruit:
figs, peaches, and pears. Quite suddenly a strong wind arose and it
started hailing; the hailstones were mixed with real stones that hit my
shoulders. I tried to find shelter, but someone came up and said,
“Hurry, pick the fruit!” I looked for a basket, but the one I found
was too small. The man scolded me and said, “Get a bigger one.”
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I changed my basket for another, but no sooner had I picked two or
three of the fruit than the basket was full. Again the person chided me
saying, “Hurry, or the hailstones will ruin all of them.”

I resumed picking the fruit, but to my great astonishment I saw
that some of the enormous figs I had picked were rotten on one
side. The stranger then shouted, “Hurry, sort them!”

I began to sort out the good fruit, making three separate stacks in
my basket, putting the figs on one side, the peaches on the other, and
the pears in the middle, but all the fruit—figs, peaches, and pears—
were so big (they were bigger than a man’s two fists) that I could not
stop staring at them—they were not only large but beautiful. The
stranger then said, “The figs are for the bishops, the pears are for
you, the peaches are for [South] America.” He then clapped his hands
and said, “Courage, bravo, bravo, well done, bravo!” and disappeared.

I woke up; the dream made such a deep impression on me that I
cannot get it out of my mind.

It is not known whether Don Bosco immediately tied in this
dream with the project that was then so dear to him; but in time
the connection became more and more apparent. Careful choice
was necessary, especially at the beginning so that unsuitable
candidates would not compromise the whole project. The large
basket that could hold so much stood for the size of the school to
be set aside for the project; the figs for the bishop symbolized
young men for the diocesan seminaries; the peaches for [South]
America, the Salesian missionaries; the pears in the middle, the
Salesians for the Headquarters of the Congregation. What about the
hailstones that bruised his shoulders? They signified the strong,
high-placed opposition that he would encounter especially from
two bishops. We possess letters they wrote to Rome in an effort to
block approval of the project.

There was good reason for calling it a “project,” instead of
“school” or “institute.” It was foreseen that the majority of the
students would be recruited from humble homes, and that to assure
its establishment it would be necessary to affiliate the project with
an organization whose members, by alms or other means, would
support the young men and would supply whatever was needed
for their studies.

When Don Bosco went to Rome (we shall speak of his visit
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later) he told Pius IX about his plans for this project. “We talked
at length on this subject,” he said at a meeting of the Major
Superiors and Directors on April 14. It was at that time that he
gave them copies of the regulations printed on the Oratory presses
only a few days before. The Pope was so delighted with the idea
that he manifested his intention to give it his solemn approval.
However, he recommended that it should be shown first to several
bishops; their approval would be the basis for a papal brief of
commendation. The Holy Father also wanted to know how Don
Bosco had hit upon such an idea. Don Bosco told him everything,
even the dream referred to above. The Pope told him to relate
his dream to the Superiors of the Congregation, and Don Bosco
obeyed as already described.

Before the regulations were read to this assembly he had already
sent copies together with all the necessary explanations to about
ten bishops. On the cover was this title: THE SONS OF MARY
PROJECT FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD, followed by the
scriptural text on the abundance of the harvest and the scarcity of
laborers (Luke 10, 2). A concise and simple preface stated the
reasons for the project. The text of the regulations was divided
into four parts: Admission (from sixteen to thirty years of age);
Finance (the generosity of the faithful); Remarks (explanation of
the title and the assurance that the project would not interfere with
already established organizations) ; Spiritual Advantages.?

Since these regulations were not for the general public there
was no need for a nihil obstat from the archiespicopal Chancery
of Turin. However in an effort to sound out reactions or to avoid
possible difficulties, Don Bosco sent copies only to those sub-Alpine
bishops who were favorably inclined toward him, that is, to all but
two. At the beginning of August the regulations were published in
the second issue of Bibliofilo, a small periodical that was the fore-
runner of the Salesian Bulletin. It was printed outside the diocese
to avoid the delay concomitant with any ecclesiastical revision in
Turin.*

# Memorie Biografiche, Vol. XI, App., Doc. 1.

* Letter from Bishop Moreno, August 7, 1875, with annotation by Don Bosco in
the letter from Father Chiuso of August 9. So far, despite all research, it has been
impossible to find even one copy of those early issues.
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Between April 12 and 18, Don Bosco had the consolation of
receiving seven letters of commendation from the Bishops of Al-
benga, Vigevano, Acqui, Alessandria, Tortona, Casale, and Genoa;
four of them were addressed to him, and three were sent directly
to Rome. He immediately forwarded them to Cardinal Berardi with
the following letter:

Turin, April 18, 1875

Your Eminence:

On the feast of St. Joseph I was unable to present to Your Eminence
the token of gratitude that I wanted to as a unique tribute for all the
good you do for us.

Tomorrow is the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph, and I hope
you will graciously accept a spiritual gift offered for your holy inten-
tion. We shall celebrate Mass at the altar of Mary Help of Christians,
and our boys will offer their Communion and say special prayers for
you. It is little, but we hope that God will reward you with His abun-
dant grace and His blessings.

A particular intention will be made for Your Eminence’s mother-in-
law5 and mother.

Enclosed herewith you will receive the letters of commendation from
the Bishops of Casale, Alessandria, Vigevano, and Albenga. I am told
that the Bishop of Acqui sent his letter directly to Your Eminence.

There will be others within two days. There was some slight delay
because I had to have everything printed for easier reading.

Since the two projects are distinct from each other, may I ask Your
Eminence to implore the Holy Father to grant the indulgences and
blessings to each individually so that they may be applied as required.

I hope to write to you again this week and offer you yet another
opportunity to exercise your charity.

May God in His goodness grant you a long, happy life. I respect-
fully beg your holy blessing and, kissing the sacred purple, I am hon-
ored to be,

Your grateful and humble servant,
Fr. John Bosco

5 Cardinal Berardi was a widower before entering the ecclesiastical career.
{Editor]
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Even before all the letters of commendation from the bishops
had been received, Don Bosco wanted to enhance the prestige of
the project immediately and thereby strengthen its impact. There-
fore, through the good offices of Cardinal Berardi and Archbishop
Vitelleschi, he sought a special blessing from the Holy Father.® The
Pope granted it “with pleasure and wholeheartedly.” The two pre-
lates informed him about it with genuine cordiality.” The Arch-
bishop of Seleucia wrote in part as follows, “Cardinal Berardi and
I asked for the special blessing you implored of the Holy Father.
But I was first, and therefore it was I who obtained the first bless-
ing which I gladly send on to you with all my heart and with my
sincerest and warmest wishes that God bless all the undertakings
of your Congregation.”

Both of these eminent correspondents agreed in their recommen-
dations. The Archbishop wrote, “Put your hand to the task and see
it through, but act with such prudence and circumspection as to
avoid any further trouble with the prelate well-known to us.” Frankly
supporting this advice the Cardinal wrote, “On my own behalf in
particular and because of the genuine interest I take in your Insti-
tute, please accept my suggestion to consider whether it would not
be wiser to establish this work for priestly vocations outside the dio-
cese of Turin. In the light of existing precedents there could well be
problems, obstacles, and opposition; you know what I mean. So
reflect coram Domino quid magis expediat [what is more expedient
in the eyes of the Lord]. Consider what I say as merely my personal
opinion.”

Very soon events fulfilled that prediction. After Don Bosco re-
ceived the Pope’s blessing and the letters of commendation from
twelve bishops, he felt that he ought to publish his plans. He there-
fore revised the above mentioned program, amplifying and explain-
ing it in more detail, mentioning the papal blessing and indulgences
to be announced later.® He applied again to the ecclesiastical censor
for a nihil obstat and also asked him to inform the Ordinary. It was a
week before any answer arrived and when it did, what an answer it

¢ We could not find either the originals or copies of these two letters, but the tenor
of them is readily understood from the two replies.

7 Letters dated June 2, and June 11, 1875.

& Memorie Biografiche, Vol. X1, App., Doc. 2.
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was! The gist of it was that in matters of such importance he must
apply in person to the Archbishop; meanwhile he must suspend all
publication of the matter since His Excellency foresaw that he would
have to consult the bishops of the two ecclesiastical provinces of
Turin and Vercelli and perhaps even those of Genoa.’

When all attempts to obtain an audience with the Archbishop
proved futile, Don Bosco persisted once more by letter. He explained
that the Sons of Mary Project was not an innovation but only a
development and a more systematic consolidation of something
already existing at the Oratory in a rudimentary form; it did not in
the least conflict with the conditions laid down when the regula-
tions were approved; all he required was permission to go to print.
The reply from the Chancery office harped on the same theme as
before plus the additional feature referred to in the following letter:

Turin, July 29, 1875

Dear Father Chiuso:

Please inform His Excellency the Archbishop that to date I have
neither a decree nor a rescript of the indulgences for the planned Sons
of Mary Project. The Holy Father has already granted them but he
does not want them made public until the Project has been launched;
the indulgences are to be granted only to the participants. He said so
himself and also repeated it through Archbishop Vitelleschi. However,
before I have anything printed I consider it my strict duty to submit
the text to His Excellency for any remarks or modification which he
may consider advisable.

You would do me a real favor if you would convey my humble
respects to His Excellency. Meanwhile thank you, and my greetings
in the Lord.

Your affectionate friend,
Fr. John Bosco

While this correspondence was taking place, the Ordinary drafted
a circular letter, which he sent to all the bishops of the ecclesiastical
provinces of Turin, Vercelli, and Genoa, urging them to sign a

® Letter from the secretary, Father Chiuso, dated July 29, 1875.
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protest to the Holy Father against the Sons of Mary Project. The
letter expressed the fear that because of the Project, the minor
seminaries and even the clergy of every diocese would suffer; in fact,
with its appeal to the faithful, the diocesan seminaries would be de-
prived of alms and donations, and the best young men from every
diocese would be attracted naturally to Don Bosco’s Congregation.
The Archbishop said that he personally was not opposed to the
Project provided Don Bosco would promise not to enroll any boy
under the age of eighteen and would not have any other program
of studies than the one to be worked out with him, the Ordinary.
He also wanted it understood that he and the two senior bishops of
the province were to be fully empowered to visit and inspect the
new school to make certain that it pursued its objectives without
detriment to the seminaries.

The Bishop of Susa quite rightly replied that such fears for t